
September 2018 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

I hope you all had a lovely holiday. During the past few days the children have all settled 

really well into Year 5 and I am extremely pleased to be teaching them.  

At this time, I would like to provide you with some information regarding routines, which 

you may find helpful as the year progresses. 

 

Homework 

‘Unhomework’: As part of our whole school approach to setting ‘unhomework’ challenges, 

the children will be given a choice as to what they do for their half-termly topic homework. 

They should complete one activity which they will present to the class. Please get involved 

and talk to them about their homework but let them work as independently as possible, as I 

am trying to develop these skills now that they are in Upper Key Stage 2. 

  

Times Tables: All children need to know their times tables up to 12 x 12.  Times tables are 

key to almost all areas of maths and lack of times tables recall can really slow the children 

down.  Please try and grab a few minutes to practise them at home as often as possible 

(maybe at breakfast time, on car journeys or when walking).  There are also numerous free 

times tables apps and games available which your child could use to help them practice.  

Just a few minutes regular practice will really help them develop speed of recall and builds 

confidence.  I have attached a times tables grid to this letter for you to use at home.   

 

Spellings:  Spelling homework will be set weekly.  Spellings will be sent home on Mondays 

for children to practice ready for a test on Fridays.  I have attached a copy of the year 

5/6 statutory spelling list to this letter.  It is essential that all children are able to spell 

all words on this list by the end of Year 6 and so as much practice as possible this year will 

really help them next year. 

 

Reading:  All children need to be encouraged to read for at least 10 minutes every night.  

They may choose a book from the library or one of their own. This is probably the most 

important homework you will do with them. They have been given a reading record to 

record their progress. Even if the children are fluent readers, it is still very important for 

you to listen to your child read and for you to read to them too. Don’t be afraid to read a 

picture book as there are some amazing ones out there. I am extremely passionate about 

encouraging children to develop a love of reading. There is a lot of evidence to support the 

notion that great readers make great writers, and that it impacts directly on future 

academic success. 

 

Children may also be set maths or English homework, as required.  If this is the case, they 

will be expected to spend no more than 20 minutes on this homework. 

 

PE 

PE will usually be on a Tuesday afternoon and will be taught by Mrs Annis.  Please ensure 

that school PE kit (white T-shirt with school emblem, red shorts and a pair of trainers) is 

left in school all week as there may be changes to the timetable occasionally.  Pupils will 

bring their PE kits home at the end of each half-term.  Pupils must wear the school PE kit 

for lessons.  Please ensure that all items of PE kit are clearly labelled. 



Children can wear a black or navy tracksuit for the winter months.  Jewellery should not be 

worn for PE.  If children have newly pierced ears, they must be covered up for PE. 

 

Alton Castle 

The annual residential trip to Alton Castle has been booked for 26th to 28th June 2018.  

There will be more information closer to the time, but the cost last year was approximately 

£130 and we don’t anticipate it changing much this year. If you have any particular 

concerns about the trip or payment, please come and see me.  

 

Topics 

Our first topic will be rainforests and our driver text is “The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of 

the Amazon Rain Forest” by Lynne Cherry. In the Spring term our topic will be Ancient 

Egyptians and our Summer term topic will be Ancient Greece.  These are all really exciting 

and engaging topics with lots of cross-curricular links.   

 

Other 

As the weather gets cooler, please make sure your child has a suitable coat in school that 

is labelled.  Also, please make me aware if someone other than yourself is picking your child 

up from school, or if there are any special arrangements regarding this.  

 

The teaching assistants in Year 5 this year will be Mrs Chatterton (Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday) and Mrs Anderson (Tuesday).  

 

Please do not hesitate to ask me any questions following this meeting, or indeed throughout 

the year.  If I am not able to see you when required (e.g. at the start of the school day) 

then please write a note in your child’s reading record, leave a message at the office, by 

phone or by email: office@holyredeemer.worcs.sch.uk.  

 

Having had a fabulous start, I am really looking forward to the rest of the academic year 

with your children. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs Simmonds 
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